ENGLAND'S   EXPANSION

221

maintained that his proceedings were legitimate, that Spam
had no right to a monopoly of trade with its own colonies, and
that freedom would mean benefit to both parties Actually
this was true, but as no nation recognized it for another 200
years, least of all England herself, it was not surprising that
trade at the cannon's mouth soon led to open war. After the
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treacherous murder in 1567, at San Juan de Ulua, English
merchants and sailors entered on a period of open aggression,
not always quite distinguishable from piracy.

It will be well to consider for a moment whether Philip's
commercial policy and his political power to enforce it justified
this attitude or even created it. Lord of Spain and the kingdoms
of Naples and Sicily, with considerable power of interference
in North Italy owing to his possession of Milan, he was practically
master of the Mediterranean trade ; his Burgundian possessions
included the great market of Europe, the cities of the Netherlands,